
AL-KO SWAY CONTROL
OWNERS MANUAL
Save This Manual. Keep this manual for operation and maintenance procedures. 
Keep this manual in a safe place for future reference.

 

WARNING
Read this manual before 
using this product.  
RETAIN THIS MANUAL.
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INTRODUCTION
AL-KO is proud to put control and peace of mind in towing a trailer, horse float or 
caravan back into your hands with the AL-KO Sway Control System. This innovative 
safety device automatically stabilises the sway of a trailer. It works independently of 
the tow vehicle and automatically applies the trailer or caravan brakes in the event of a 
sway.

As you are driving, the AL-KO Sway Control System is constantly monitoring trailer 
yaw, or side-to-side movement, quickly recognising and adjusting for sway conditions.

This manual is designed to provide information for you to understand, use, and guide 
you through the process of installing, operating, and maintaining your AL-KO Sway 
Control System
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HOW AL-KO SWAY CONTROL WORKS 
The AL-KO Sway Control is based on a similar technology principle that is used in 
automotive vehicle stability systems. Continuously monitors trailer yaw (side-to-side 
movement) and automatically intervening with braking when excessive moment is 
dected.

The module incorporates a proprietary algorithm which is used to determine 
the difference between quick steering to avoid a road obstacle (or other such 
circumstances) and the rapid onset of a trailer swaying event.

It measures the angle, travel distance and speed of the lateral motion of the trailer (and 
other parameters) and uses this information to quickly intervene with the application of 
trailer brakes.

The processing capability of the AL-KO Sway Control is powerful and rapid. It captures 
all the critical elements of the swaying condition and uses this information to predict 
how the event will proceed without any driver intervention.

It uses this data to get ahead of the event by applying the brakes on the correct side of 
the trailer, in a timely manner, with the proper braking level for the required duration.

This quickly damps and brings the trailer sway under control.

To conserve battery power the Module will enter a sleep mode when no action is 
detected for 30min. The system will “wake up” when a valid brake signal is received. 
during sleep mode the current draw is approximately 35mA.
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COMPATIBLE BRAKE CONTROLLERS
The SwayControl may be used with various integrated and aftermarket brake 

controllers, including brake controllers from:

Ford

General Motors

Hayes

Nissan

Redarc

Tekonsha

Toyota

Fiat

Chrysler

Brake controllers from other companies not listed in this manual may also work with 
the AL-KO Sway Control.
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STATUS LIGHT AND TROUBLESHOOTING
The operational status of the Module is indicated by the LED status light. Initially the 
module is in SLEEP MODE if the LED light is off (dark). The module will start-up (wake-
up) when voltage is applied from a tow vehicle (BLUE WIRE/Brake Signal). Once the 
trailer is connected to the tow vehicle, apply the manual override on the trailer brake 
controller in the tow vehicle. The LED status light should begin flickering GREEN. 

NB: The AL-KO Sway Control will perform a self check on wake up. This may cause the 
LED status light to flicker between Green and Red for a short period of time.

If the LED Status Light does not come on when applying the manual override on the 
brake controller, refer to Status Light LED Indicators to diagnose potential faults in the 
for the system.

Status Light and Troubleshooting chart

LIGHT ACTION CONDITION CORRECTIVE ACTION
Solid GREEN 
pulsing

Normal operation - no system 
faults 

No action - system OK

GREEN flash 
2 times per 
second 

Sway control braking is active No action - system OK

1 GREEN 
flash every 2 
seconds

Firmware checksum error. 
Keep  trailer sitting still for 
minimum 60 seconds, then 
drive normally.

If module does not return to normal 
solid GREEN pulsing light, have the 
unit checked at a service center.

1 GREEN 
flash every 4 
seconds

Module reset to manufacturer 
default values. Keep trailer 
sitting still for minimum 60 
seconds, then drive normally.

If module does not return to normal 
solid GREEN pulsing light after 
3 system restarts, have the unit 
checked at a service centre.

RED, GREEN, 
RED, GREEN, 
continuing…

Sway control automatically 
disabled due to rough terrain

Unit will return to normal green 
light when not on rough terrain

No light Unit in “sleep” mode Activate manual override on the 
brake controller to “wake up” unit. 

No light No power after “wake up” 
from brake controller

Verify the unit has good quality 
power, ground and brake controller 
wire connections. Check for any 
blown fuses on the truck and trailer.
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SERVICING
Do not attempt to service the AL-KO Sway Control yourself, OR dismantle, modify or 
repair yourself; this will void your warranty.

The AL-KO Sway Control unit is a fully sealed unit and has no serviceable parts on the 
inside.

If your AL-KO Sway Control requires servicing, please consult your installer service 
agent or dealer  

Status Light and Troubleshooting chart

LIGHT ACTION CONDITION CORRECTIVE ACTION
No light Over voltage - over +20 volts Check that power source is not 

exceeding 20 volts - correct voltage 
to 12-15 volts

No light Low voltage - under 3 volts Check that power source is 12-
15 volts. Verify good power and 
ground connections

Solid red light System malfunction A service centre repair is required
1 RED flash System malfunction A service centre repair is required
2 RED flashes Sensor malfunction - no sway 

control 
A service centre repair is required

3 RED flashes Brake short (left side) Correct the short in left side brake 
wiring

4 RED flashes Brake short (right side) Correct the short in right side brake 
wiring
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WARRANTY
Our goods come with guarantees that cannot be excluded under the Australian Consumer Law. 
You are entitled to a replacement or refund for a major failure and for compensation for any 
other reasonably foreseeable loss or damage. You are also entitled to have the goods repaired or 
replaced if the goods fail to be of acceptable quality and the failure does not amount to a major 
failure.

AL-KO International Pty Ltd (ABN 96 003 066 813) (“AL-KO”) provides the following warranty in 
relation to its AL-KO Sway Control (“Product”).

The benefits of this warranty are in addition to any rights and remedies imposed by Australian 
State and Federal legislation that cannot be excluded. Nothing in this warranty is to be interpreted 
as excluding, restricting or modifying any State or Federal legislation applicable to the supply of 
goods and services which cannot be excluded, restricted or modified.

WARRANTY

AL-KO warrants that, subject to the exclusions and limitations below, the Product will be free 
from defects in materials and workmanship for a period of 24 months from date of purchase.

This warranty is not transferable to a subsequent person if the Product is sold by the original 
purchaser during the warranty period.

If a defect appears in the Product before the end of the warranty period and AL-KO finds the 
Product to be defective in materials or workmanship, AL-KO will, in its sole discretion, either:

(a)	 replace or repair the Product or the defective part of the Product free of charge; or

(b)	 cause the Product or the defective part of the Product to be replaced or repaired by a 
qualified repairer free of charge.

AL-KO reserves the right to replace defective parts of the Product with parts and components of 
similar quality, grade and composition where an identical part or component is not available.

Goods presented for repair may be replaced by refurbished goods of the same type rather than 
being repaired. Refurbished parts may be used to repair the goods.

WARRANTY CLAIMS

1. If a fault covered by warranty occurs, the customer must within 7 days contact the installer or 
dealer from which the Product was purchased, or AL-KO at the contact address listed below.

2. Any warranty claim must be accompanied by:

(a)	 proof of purchase;

(b)	 full details of the alleged defect; and

(c)	 any relevant documentation (such as maintenance records).

3. The customer must make the Product available to AL-KO or its authorised repair agent for 
inspection and testing within 14 days of contacting AL-KO or the dealer in accordance with this 
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warranty claims procedure. If inspection and testing finds no defect in the Product, the customer 
must pay AL-KO’s costs of service work and testing.

4. The cost of transportation to or from AL-KO or the authorised repair agent is to be paid by the 
customer.

EXCLUSIONS

The warranty will not apply where:

(a) 	 the Product has been repaired, altered or modified by someone other than AL-KO or an 
authorised repair agent;

(b) 	 the Product was improperly installed;

(c) 	 AL-KO cannot establish any fault in the Product after testing and inspection;

(d) 	 the Product has been used other than for the purpose for which it was designed;

(e) 	 the defect in the Product has arisen due to the customer’s failure to properly use and 
maintain the Product in accordance with  
AL-KO’s instructions, recommendations and specifications (including maintenance);

(f)	 the Product has been subject to abnormal conditions, including environment, temperature, 
water, fire, humidity, pressure, stress or similar;

(g)	 the defect has arisen due to abuse, misuse, neglect or accident;

(h)	 the defect has arisen due to a power surge or other fault in the supply of electricity; or

(i)	 unauthorised parts or accessories have been used on or in relation to the Product.

(j)	 the defect is a deterioration of the appearance of the Product

(k)	 the defect is a result of wear & tear.

LIMITATIONS

AL-KO makes no express warranties or representations other than set out in this warranty.

The repair or replacement of the Product or part of the Product is the absolute limit of AL-KO’s 
liability under this express warranty.

CONTACT

AL-KO International Pty Ltd

67 Nathan Road, Dandenong South, Victoria, 3175

Phone: (03) 9777 4500
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Visit
www.alko.com.au
for more information


